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My dear Confreres,

celebrate the mysteries of the Easter Triduum. The Holy Week is a week of

contrasts and paradoxes, and it is precisely in them that the grace and beauty of the
Holy Week are to be found. Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem ends with betrayal and
crucifixion; he arrives riding on a colt; ends by being dragged across the streets and made
to carry a cross. He is welcomed by the crowd by throwing their cloaks on the ground and
given the sent off by throwing insults at him; His being acclaimed as a king ends with
shouts of “Crucify him.” The worst in all these is not just the anonymous crowd, but even
the disciples go from joining him in this triumphant procession into Jerusalem to arguing
among themselves as to who is greatest among them, to denying any kind of knowledge
about him, and finally to betraying him. Yet, it is in the midst of such contradictions, that
we hear Jesus’ words in John: “It’'s accomplished.” Herein lies a clear message of Easter:
Not only that redemption is won bitterly, from hard, unyielding things -- that Christ
wrestles salvation from unwilling flesh, bone and wood, but that it is the very redemption
of our own world of betrayals, denials and crucifixions that is being constantly
accomplished in Christ.

The season of Lent is slowly coming to its culmination as we prepare ourselves to
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Again, the narrative that leads from Palm Sunday to Good Friday, a narrative that
embraces wild, misplaced enthusiasms, fractured loyalties and agony and death, is what
Jesus knew and felt. He experienced the whole range of emotions that we feel: triumph,
hope, doubt, rejection, even betrayal; and yet it is through this experience that he brought
himself closer to us. Jesus faces the worst that we can be and the worst that can happen
to us. Ours is a faith that does not direct us first to a book, or to a feeling; rather we are
directed to encounter the one thing we have the best chance of recognising -- a human
being like ourselves. Through this Easter Week we are being reminded that hope looks
like this, faith looks like this, God looks like this. Hence, we are being invited to come and
experience (1) the beauty of the Last Supper-- the washing of the feet and the breaking
and sharing of the Body of Christ with each other, as Jesus did with his disciples, in order
to be a bread broken in humble service; (2) the brutality of Good Friday - the man who
stood for “truth,” inviting all his anointed to stand guard against the powers of evil
relentlessly, to stand upright in truth and commitment to goodness, in order to keep the
world awake to God; and (3) finally the redemptive joy of the Easter Sunday - to an
experience of new life and grace in the midst of death and brokenness.

A Grace-filled Easter Triduum!
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On behalf of all the members of our
Province, I extend our heartiest
congratulations to each of them and
wish them God’s abundance blessings!
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THANK YOU, DEAR FR. ABRAHAM VETTUVELIL

With deep gratitude and heartfelt appreciation, we thank Rev. Fr.
Abraham Vettuvelil for his dedicated and inspiring leadership as
the Superior General of our Congregation for the past 12 years.
- Your vision, wisdom, and unwavering commitment have guided
our Congregation through a fruitful and grace-filled chapter.

Thank you, Father, for your service, sacrifice, and steadfast love
for the Congregation and its mission. May God continue to bless
you abundantly in the journey ahead.

We are very happy to welcome you back to our Province!

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DIRECTIVES AND DECISIONS OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER 2025

Visakhapatnam from 1st-14th of February 2025 and for which the entire

congregation had prepared itself through prayers, reflections and studied
proposals, has worked out a roadmap for our life and mission for the coming years in
terms of various directives and decisions which were published already by our Superior
General as the call of General Chapter 2025. Based on them our Superior General has
singled out what he has called our “Ten-fold Commitments.” They are:

Q- s we are well aware, the General Chapter 2025, that was conducted in

1) Commitment to Prayer, Intimate Relationship with the Lord, Personal Sanctity
2) Life of Self-Discipline and Simplicity of life

3) Community Life as Non-negotiable

4) Strengthening of Missionary Outreach and Renewal Programs

5) Re-defining the Initial Formation and Ongoing Formation

6) Education of the Heart as Integral to our Mission

7) Commitment to the Poor and Marginalized

8) Ensuring Financial Discipline at all levels

9) Appreciating and Fostering Our Heritage and Legacy

10)MSFS Growing and Working Together as One Global Family

He has also directed the provincials to work out concrete measures for their
implementation. Accordingly, [ propose the following steps for the personalization and
implementation of the Spirit, the directives and the decisions of GC 2025 in our province.

Step 1: At the individual level each member of our province will use the text of the Call of
the General Chapter 2025 for personal reading, reflection and personalization for the next
six months.

Step2: The local superior will set apart sufficient time during the monthly community
meetings to read and discuss specific sections from the Call of the GC 2025 so as to

complete the study within six months.

STEP 3: Animators of the apostolic communities will call an extraordinary meeting
specifically to study and imbibe the spirit of the “Call of the GC 2025.” One of the delegates
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of the GC could be invited to this meeting as a resource person to impart the greater
underlying spirit behind these directives and decisions.

Step 4: The local Superiors and Animators of all the apostolic communities will present
to the provincial a report of the same not later than August 15, 2025.

Step 5: The Provincial presents a report of the progress of the follow-up measures taken
to the General Administration by August 31, 2025.

My dear confreres, what is presented to us as the outcome of the General Chapter is
nothing but God’s concrete voice to all of us “that calls us to a more profound commitment,
service, and faithfulness to our Charism.” Therefore, let us be equally serious about our
response.

EDUCATION SEMINAR: SFS EDUMISSION 2K40

Congregational level is being organised by SW Province this time with the theme:

“SFS EDUMISSION 2K40” revolutionising education for tomorrow. In a world
where education must transcend conventional paradigms, SFS EDUMISSION 2K40
intends to be a transformative symposium, gathering eminent scholars, policymakers,
Institution builders and trailblazers from across the Nation. This event envisages itself to
be a catalyst for intellectual discourse towards fostering innovation, ethical leadership,
Institution building and forward-thinking strategies that will reshape the educational
landscape of our Indian Provinces. Through immersive dialogues, Avant-grade
methodologies and strategic frameworks, this seminar aims to revolutionize institutional
dynamics and redefine academic excellence.

The Education Seminar that takes place once in every two years at the

As interacting, listening and learning from each other would enable us to envision a
roadmap in our education ministry and especially since the Seminar is taking place in our
Province at a convenient place, please make sure that all of us in the field of education and
all others who are interested, participate in it. Mark the dates from 1st - 4th May 2025 and
please do the needful to ensure your participation.

A WORD OF SINCERE THANKS...

Siby Manickathan, on behalf of the entire Province community, I want to thank all

those who helped and stood by us throughout the painful moments. Besides sending
a consoling message to all of us, Our Superior General travelled all the way to Germany
right after landing in Rome to be present for the Requiem that was held in the
Loizenkirchen parish church where Fr. Siby was serving. [ want to thank Fr. [immy
Parayankuzhy, who took upon himself as his own personal responsibility, right from the
time he got the sad news, to make all the arrangements there, from taking care of all the
legal matters, obtaining the necessary permissions, arranging the requiem and the
customary meal thereafter, sorting out, recording and taking care of the personal
belongings of Fr. Siby, till accompanying his mortal remains to India. He was admirably
assisted by Fr. Joy Vazhappillil, our delegation superior, Fr. Sinto Manackaparambil of
Vizag Province, the Vice-President of our society, Fr. James Panickerveettil and several
others. My dear Confreres, in this moment of utter pain and loss, you have proved your

S till struggling with the pain of the sudden demise of our beloved young confrere, Fr.
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rootedness in the true Fransalian Spirit. All the arrangements at Fr. Siby’s home and home
parish was under the guidance of Fr. Shajan Manickathan and Fr. Siby’s younger brother
Mr. Sabu. While offering them once again our sincere condolences, I thank both of them
sincerely. Right from receiving the body at the airport to the last details of the funeral
services, everything was meticulously planned out and carried out by our Confreres of
SFS Seminary under the admirable leadership of Fr. Jose Parappillil and the executive
hands of Fr. Sijo Kovilparambil. No words can adequately thank the service they do for the
province time and again, cheerfully and with utmost care for all the details. On behalf of
all of us, I thank his excellency, Rt. Rev. Dr. Sebastian Thekethecheril, the Bishop of
Vijayapuram, for presiding over the funeral services and Rev. Msgr. Sebastian
Poovathumkal, for joining the services. The requiem in Germany was attended by 161
priests, out of which 70 were MSFS, something that Germany has rarely witnessed. The
funeral services at Ettumanoor were attended by a large number of our confreres,
including Fr. Sabu Francis, the provincial of Guwahati Province, and some representatives
from other provinces. We thank all of them and all those who stood by us with their
condolences and prayers.

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS 2025

Transfers and Appointments in India

1.  Fr. Abey Thunduparabil is appointed as the Warden and Administrator of NEST
Children’s Village at Kengeri.

2.  Fr. Aneesh Chirackalpuraidathil is appointed as the Principal of SFS School
(State Syllabus), Malur.

3.  Fr. Anil Thondampallil is appointed as the Superior and Administrator of Eden
Nivas, the Priests’ Home at Kurianad (He will take charge as and when it is ready).

4.  Fr. Antony Sathiyaseelan is designated to be appointed as a full-time Professor at
St. Peter’s Pontifical Seminary for a period of three years, while residing at Tejas
Vidya Peetha and offering his assistance there until its closure.

5.  Fr. Arockiya Jayaraj is assigned the additional responsibility of the Administrator
at Sannidhi, Mysore.

6.  Fr. Cyril Elakodical is appointed to the MSFS Community at Chintamani for his
second year of Pastoral Experience.

7.  Fr.Francis EKKka is appointed as the Superior of ‘Martin Nivas’ - MSFS Community
and Principal of SFS School, Srinivaspur.

8.  Fr Giridhari Lakra is designated for Pastoral Ministry in Austria.

9.  Fr. Jain Kaniyodickal is appointed to Charis Bhavan Community for his second
year of Pastoral Experience. He will also be the Administrator of Charis Bhavan
and the Director of Charis Niketan - Home for the Senior Citizens.
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10. Fr.Jefin Elivalankil is appointed to Vinayakumar Estate, Nilambur, for his second
year of Pastoral Experience, with the special responsibility of TK Colony Parish. He
will also be the Vocation Promoter for the region.

11. Fr. Jilu Payattukandathil is appointed to ‘Martin Nivas’ - MSFS Community
community, Srinivaspur, for his second year of Pastoral Experience and will also be
the Administrator of the school and community.

12. Fr. John Joseph is appointed to the Pratheeksha’- SFS Boys' Home community at
Ulikkal.

13. Fr. Johny Kanjiramparambil is designated for Pastoral Work in the diocese of
Vijayapuram.

14. Fr. Jose Parappillil is appointed to the SFS Vidyashram Community, Aluva, to be
on the staff.

15. Fr.Joseph Kannadom is appointed to the MSFS Community (Divyajyothi Ashram)
at Sultan Bathery.

16. Fr. Manu Kumbidiamakkal is appointed as the Rector and Superior of SFS
Seminary at Ettumanoor, as well as the Manager of SFS School, Ettumanoor.

17. Fr. Marcel Dung Dung will be lent to the Franco-Swiss Province (From October).

18. Fr. Nelson Manuvel is appointed as the Administrator of SFS Schools and MSFS
Community at Malur.

19. Fr. Robin Pereira is appointed to the ‘Sannidhi’ - MSFS Minor Seminary
Community in Mysore as a full-time Vocation Promoter.

20. Fr. Rony Madathiparambil is appointed as the Administrator of the MSFS
Community at Kattappana and as the Vocation Promoter for High-Ranges.

21. Fr. Shibu Thundathil is appointed as the Vice-Principal of SFS Autonomous
College, Hebbagodi.

22. Fr. Shinto Parayankunnel is appointed as the in-charge of SFS Academy,
Karahalli.

23. Fr. Somi Illickal is appointed to the ‘Kristunivas’ - MSFS Community at Savanur
for his second year of Pastoral Experience.

24. Fr. Thomas Thekkekarottu is appointed to be on the staff at Tejas Vidya Peetha
while also taking up teaching assignments at various institutions.

25. Fr. Tito Puthuparambil is appointed as the Superior and Director of ‘Prateeksha’
- SFS Boys' Home, while also teaching at SFS Autonomous College, Hebbagodi.

26. Fr. Vijin Kottoor is appointed to the community of Mermier Bhavan, Hebbagodi,
with the specific responsibility of being the Warden of SFS College Hostel,
Hebbagodi.
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27. Fr. Vinoy Valachathinakathu is appointed as the Director of FIDES India Society
as well as the Superior of the Nest Children’s Village, Kengeri.

28. Fr. Zacharias Cherackal is appointed as the Administrator of SFS Seminary,
Ettumanoor.

All the appointments will take effect latest by the 15th of May 2025, unless
otherwise indicated. If any further adjustments are required, please make them
through mutual consultation and with prior information to the Provincial.

DELEGATION ADVISORS FOR THE CHAD-CAMEROON DELEGATION

e Fr. Leandre Francky
e Fr.Sandeep Tirkey
e Fr. Robin Karumathy

Delegation Bursar:
e Fr Yves Cyrille
DELEGATION ADVISORS FOR THE PHILPPINES DELEGATION

e Fr. Roni Fernandis
e Fr. Nathaniel Masendo
e Fr. Marc Edward Malihan

Delegation Bursar:

e Fr. Anishmon Kamukuthottathil

Designated for Higher Studies

1. Fr. Albin Puthenveettil is designated to pursue PhD studies at St Joseph’s/Christ
University, while residing at Vinayalaya, Bengaluru.

2. Fr Arun Cyriac Valliara is designated to pursue an MA in English Literature at
Don Bosco College, Angadikkadavu, along with his current responsibility as the
administrator at Mattanur.

3. Fr. Kelvin Olikkunnel is designated to pursue BTech in Al & Data Science.

4. Fr. Prakash Prasanth Raj is designated to pursue an MA at Mysore University. He
will also be the Administrator of Shanti Dham

5. Fr. Sijo Kovilparambil is designated to pursue PG (MA or MBA) at Christ
University/St. Joseph’s, while residing at Vinayalaya, Bengaluru.

6. Frs. Mijo Kulamkuthiyil and Robin Thonikuzhiyil are designated to pursue
executive MBA, a regular weekend programme, at Christ University, while carrying
out their current responsibilities as Administrators
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Transfers and Appointments in the Philippines Delegation

At the recommendation of the Delegation Superior, the Provincial Council has
approved the following appointments in the Philippine Delegation:

1. Fr. Anishmon Kamukuthottathil is appointed as the Rector of MSFS Formation
House in Lalaan, Silang, Cavite.

2. Fr. Jickson Joseph Cheravelil is designated to be appointed as the Assistant
Parish Priest at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Molino, Cavite.

3. Fr. Joelvin Tahitit is appointed as the Assistant Novice Master at the Novitiate
House in Talon, Amadeo, Cavite as well as the full time Vocation Director for the
Philippines Delegation.

4. Fr.Jundie Sumagaysay is designated to be appointed as the Parish Priest of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, Molino, Cavite.

5. Fr. Nathaniel Masendo is designated for the extension for Pastoral Exposure in
the Diocese of Imus for another one year.

6. Fr. Philip Valakodiyil is appointed as the Novice Master at MSFS Novitiate in
Talon, Amadeo, Cavite.

7. Fr. Roni Fernandis is designated to Pursue an MA in Psychology while residing at
MSFS Scholasticate, Amadeo, Cavite. He is also appointed as the Spiritual director
at the MSFS Formation House for Brothers.

8. Dn. Alex Estancia, after his priestly ordination, will be designated for pastoral
exposure in the Diocese of Imus.

9. Dn.Aldren Mondigo is appointed to be on the staff at MSFS Seminary, Cebu (After
the Ordination).

10. Bro. Robert Roy Sotomil is appointed as the Delegation Secretary, Philippines.

All the appointments in the Philippines Delegation will come into effect in the
month of June 2025.

Appointment in Germany

1. Fr.Joe Cherolickal is appointed as the President of the Registered Society of the
Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales in Germany with
immediate effect

PROMOTION OF THE SCHOLASTICS

Promoted to Novitiate

1. Bro. Rohit Roshan Rosario 3. Bro. Anthony Alwin Kumar A.
2. Bro. Sunny Gerald Bagrawat 4. Bro. Abhin Neeliyara
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Promoted to First Profession and First Year of Philosophy at Suvidya College
1. Bro. Jacob Ranasandha 2. Bro. Papin Baliarsingh
Promoted to Second Year Philosophy and Renewal of Vows at Suvidya College

1. Bro. Ashin Antu 3. Bro. Sharath
2. Bro.]Jebastin S

Promoted to Regency and Renewal of Vows

1. Bro. Godwin David 4. Bro.Joyson Nazareth
2. Bro.Ishanandan Mantry 5. Bro. Patrick Vadoparambil
3. Bro.Jeesmon Thomas
Promoted to Regency and Renewal of Vows
Bro. Alan Prince Attapattu 5. Bro. Raphael A.
Bro. Jeevan Tirkey 6. Bro. Satish Kujur

Bro. Justin Johnson Paruthipara 7. Bro. Vijay Bernard
Bro. Prashanth Ekka

B W

Promoted to First Year Theology and Renewal of Vows, St. Peter’s Pontifical
Seminary, Bengaluru

1. Bro. Bibin Jose Kannamkulathu 2. Bro.Vinod KumarY.

Promoted to First Year Theology and Renewal of Vows, St. Joseph’s Pontifical
Seminary, Mangalapuzha

1. Bro. Bristo Augustine Karyakkadan 2. Bro. Daniel Ignatius Pellissery

Promoted to Second Year Theology and Renewal of Vows, St. Peter’s Pontifical
Seminary, Bengaluru

1. Bro. Abin Abraham Ellickamuriyil 3. Bro. Joseph Francis Kozhikkadan
2. Bro.]Jerome Christi

Promoted to Second Year Theology and Renewal of Vows, St. Joseph’s Pontifical
Seminary, Mangalapuzha

1. Bro.Jaison Jaimon Parakalayil 2. Bro. Jerin Shaji Panachickal
Promoted to Third Year Theology and Perpetual Profession at Tejas Vidya Peetha

Bro. Ajo Mookenthottam 6. Bro. Jerin Kulamkuthiyil

Bro. Ameer Pottackal 7. Bro. Ranjith Panna

Bro. Antony K. J. 8. Bro. Rechin Deepak

Bro. Abishek Ekka 9. Bro. Sebastian Joseph Arinjaniyil
Bro. Christin Tom Kidangayil 10. Bro. Sebastian Kaniyanparambil

Vi W
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Promoted to Fourth Theology and Diaconate Ordination at Tejas Vidya Peetha
1. Bro. Anthony Rosario 2. Bro. Albin Kadaparambil

Promotion to Priesthood

1. Dn. Asher Kochuparambil 4. Dn. Jerry Balthasar
2. Dn. George Karottukizhakel 5. Dn.Joachim Anthonyswamy
3. Dn.Jerin Ponmalakunnel 6. Dn. Jostro Muthipeedika

Promotion to Priesthood in the Philippines Delegation

1. Dn. Alex]. Estancia 2. Dn. Aldren C. Mondigo

Promoted to Renewal of Vows and Repetition of the Philosophy First Year
1. Bro. Alan Antony Kochaparambil
The Following Scholastic Ceases to be the Members of Our Congregation

1. Bro. Sibi Jose Poomarathil

REGENCY APPOINTMENTS OF TWO-YEAR PHILOSOPHY BATCH

1. Bro. Godwin David : SFS Seminary, Ettumanoor.

2. Bro. Patrick Vadoparambi Charis Bhavan, Athirampuzha.

3. Bro.]Jeesmon Thomas : Vinayakumar Ashram, Nilambur.

4. Bro. Joyson Nazareth : Vinayalaya, Provincial House, Bengaluru.
5. Bro. Ishanandan Mantry : Prateeksha - SFS Boys' Home, Hebbagodi.

The three-year philosophy batch will be given their appointments once they
complete their comprehensive exams.

EDEN NIVAS

society, we have not been able to pay the bills of the contractor of Eden Nivas. We

are working on some options to get it renewed. Until we are able to pay off the
pending bills, we cannot continue the construction, and we are forced to suspend
temporarily all the work at the site. [ request your earnest prayers that the account may
renewed soon.

D ue to the non-renewal of the FCRA account of our Kerala Fransalian Educational

Once the work on Eden Nivas is completed, I will announce the date of its blessing and
the names of those of our confreres who will be privileged to form the first
community of Eden Nivas and build an enviable culture of mature, serene and joyful
Fransalian living-together.
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PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS

1. Dn. Asher Kochuparambil by Rt. Rev. Sebastian Adayantharath, Bishop of Mandya
Diocese on April 26, 2025, at Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Hebbagodi.

2. Dn. Jostro Muthipeedika by Rt. Rev. Sebastian Adayantharath, Bishop of Mandya
Diocese on April 27, 2025, at Holy Family Forane Church, Hongasandra.

3. Dn.Jerry Balthasar by Rt. Rev. Sebastinappan Singarayan, Bishop Emeritus of Salem
Diocese on April 28, 2025, at St. Joseph's Church, Otter Thotti.

4. Dn. George Karottukizhakel by Rt. Rev. Mar Peter Kochupurackal on April 30, 2025,
at St. Mary's Church, Malampuzha.

5. Dn. Jerin Ponmalakunnel by Rt. Rev. Mar Jose Pulickal, Bishop of Kanjirappally
Diocese on May 01, 2025, at St. Joseph’s Forane Church, Peruvanthanam.

6. Dn. Joachim Anthonyswamy by Rt. Rev. Arokiaraj Satis Kumar, Auxiliary Bishop of
Bangalore Archdiocese on May 08, 2025, at St. Francis Xavier Church, Gokunte.

ANNUAL RETREAT

he dates of the Province Annual Retreats for the academic year 2025-2026 have
been finalized.

RETREAT I #*

Date: 22rd to 26t of September 2025
(From Monday Morning till Friday Noon) ;
Venue: Charis Bhavan, Kerala M

RETREAT II

Date: 13th to 17th of October 2025
(From Monday Morning till Friday Noon)
Venue: Vinayalaya, Bengaluru

I request all of you to enrol your names with the Provincial Secretary for any one
of the retreats and plan your programs accordingly.

HERITAGE RETREAT AND SPA

I Yrom our Province Fr Tomy Chirackalpuraidathil will participate in this year’s

Heritage Retreat and Fr Nathaniel Masendo will participate in the SPA programme.
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Rev. Fr. Jean-Paul Fournier (83) Rev. Fr. Karachira Joseph (88)
Died on : 22.02.2025 Died on : 23.03.2025

Franco-Swiss Province Visakhapatnam Province

» Mr. C. Antony Swamy (78), the beloved father of Fr. A. Johnson, passed away on
January 06, 2025.

» Mr. Thomas Pareparambil (86), the maternal grandfather of Fr Jibin Pareparambil,
died on February 02, 2025.

» Mr. Denis (58), the younger brother of Fr. Sebastian Conrad, passed away on
February 6, 2025.

» Mrs. Joseph Mary (82), the beloved mother of Fr. Balavendra Jacob, passed away
on February 12, 2025.

» Mrs. Mary John (74), the sister-in-law of Fr. Jose Edasseril, passed away on
February 24, 2025.

» Mr. Raphael Chowrappa (86), the beloved father of Fr C. Joseph, passed away on
March 05, 2025.

» Mrs. Aleyamma Antony Puthussery (82), the sister-in-law of Fr. Thomas
Puthussery, passed away on March 07, 2025.

» Mr. Martin (62), the beloved father of Fr. John B. Gannot (Nicky), passed away on
March 08, 2025.

» Miss Djetoguem (16), younger sister of Bro. BERE Evrard (First year Philosophy at
LCI), passed away on March 16, 2025.
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MY SCHEDULE

April 26-May 08, 2025 Priestly Ordinations of our Deacons.

May 02, 2025 Education Seminar, Bengaluru.

May 11, 2025 Council Meeting at Vinayalaya, Bengaluru.

May 12, 2025 Blessing of the Community House at Tamaka, Kolar.
May 28, 2025 Perpetual Profession at IIS, Bengaluru.

May 30, 2025 Initiation to Novitiate, Makkiyad.

May 31, 2025 First Profession, Makkiyad.

VOICE OF SFS

“Virtue that is practiced in times of strife has greater value.”

Fraternally,

O?W/L/;- |

Fr Thomas Kalariparambil, MSFS
Provincial Superior
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