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My dear Confreres,  

Fraternal greetings to you from Fr Benny.

confrere Rev. Fr. O.V. Zacharias we still ponder over some of the lasting memories he 

has left behind for us to dwell upon and to 

One of those priceless virtues that

OBEDIENCE: A CALL TO LISTEN ATTENTIVELY

peers, and from conformity, which is behavior intended to match that of the majority.

In the religious context the term Obedience is totally different from the secular 

understanding. The religious concept of obedience stems from the 

which means to listen attentively

disembarked from one’s personal and subjective concerns and worries, instead he/she 

is totally focused on his/her commitment unaffected by the happenings around. It 
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                January 17

Fraternal greetings to you from Fr Benny. Having given a fitting send off to our beloved 

confrere Rev. Fr. O.V. Zacharias we still ponder over some of the lasting memories he 

has left behind for us to dwell upon and to emulate in our personal and community life. 

One of those priceless virtues that I found in Fr. Zacharias is the virtue of obedience.

OBEDIENCE: A CALL TO LISTEN ATTENTIVELY 

Obedience, in human behavior, is a 

form of "social influence in which 

a person yields to explicit 

instructions or orders from an 

authority." Obedience is 

distinguished from compliance, 

which is behavior influenced by 

peers, and from conformity, which is behavior intended to match that of the majority.

In the religious context the term Obedience is totally different from the secular 

The religious concept of obedience stems from the Latin root

to listen attentively. Listening attentively would mean that one is totally 

disembarked from one’s personal and subjective concerns and worries, instead he/she 

is totally focused on his/her commitment unaffected by the happenings around. It 
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emulate in our personal and community life. 
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demands from one a sense of detachment from egoistic self-addictions and justifications 

of ones own goodness and exaggerated meanness of the other.  

Obedience was a main concern during the time of the encampment of the people of 

Israel at the base of Mount Sinai, to which God directed Moses to lead them after their 

deliverance from the Egyptians. There God, with Moses as mediator, provided the 

people with general and specific stipulations for conforming to his will. At Mount Sinai 

God established a special covenant relationship between himself and the people of 

Israel. He also gave them the Decalogue or "Ten Commandments" (Exod 20:1-17 ), 

which constituted a list of basic moral and religious guidelines for those who were in 

this special relationship with God. 

The call to be obedient underlies two key verses of the Pentateuch. One is Leviticus 19:2: 

"Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy." Obedience should emanate from a 

commitment to live a holy life before God and others in the covenant community. 

A second key passage is Deuteronomy 6:4-5: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength." This is a divine call, urging a total love for God that results in 

unhesitating obedience to his will. 

My dear Confreres, in the context of a society in which heightened media hype is 

playing havoc on proper and attentive inter-personal listening, there is a constant 

threat looming over our religious convictions on the virtue of obedience. Of course, gone 

are the days of “blind obedience.” But lukewarm approach to religious life mingled with 

diluted convictions and slackened belief systems have derailed principles and values 

founded on faith and religious convictions.  

It is in this context I look upto a holy man like Fr. O.V. Zacharias. Often depicted to be 

scrupulous and edgy, Fr. Zacharias remained unscathed by the frivolous and teasing 

comments of others on his religious convictions. This is what made him unparallel in 

integrity and holiness. The moral behind the life-story of Fr. Zacharias teaches us 

that integrity and holiness in religious life stems from one’s Obedience to God and 

to lawful authorities. My dear Confreres, inspired by the life of Fr. Zacharias let us give 

an emphatic thrust to our religious life through the virtue of Obedience.   
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GRATITUDE TO ALL  

My dear Confreres, once again we thank God for the 

invaluable gift of Fr. O.V. Zacharias to our Congregation 

and to the Church at large. We are sure that his legacy will 

never cease to inspire us. As we raise our hearts to God in 

thanksgiving for his inspiring life, I take this opportunity to 

thank all those who assisted us with their love and support 

at this grieving moment of our life. 

• My heartfelt gratitude to Bishop Sebastian 

Thekethecheril, Bishop of Vijayapuram, for his paternal concern and words of 

love and for officiating the funeral rites of Fr. O.V. Zacharias 

• I express my gratitude to our beloved Superior General for his consoling words of 

affection and support at the sad demise of Fr. O.V. Zacharias 

• I am grateful to all the Provincials who expressed their sentiments of 

condolences at the demise of Fr. Zacharias. I specially thank Fr. Chinnappa 

Reddy, the Provincial of Visakhapatnam Province for his personal presence for 

the funeral of Fr. Zacharias.  

• A special word of thanks to Fr. Joby Mattathil, the Rector of SFS Seminary, 

Ettumanoor and to all the Confreres of SFS Seminary for the meticulous planning 

and organization of the funeral ceremonies of Fr. Zacharias.  

• My heartfelt thanks to all the Confreres who participated in the funeral rites of 

Fr. Zacharias, especially Confreres of other provinces and to all who prayed for 

him. 

Let the legacy of Fr. Zacharias be actively alive amidst us. Let us emulate at least one 

virtue that we found in him and try to live it in our personal lives. May Fr. Zacharias rest 

in the peace of the Lord. 

HEARTY WELCOME TO THE ASSISTANT SUPERIOR GENERAL 

Our Beloved Assistant Superior General, Rev. Fr. Thumma Mariadas Reddy, is already on 

visitation to our Province. He is meeting the Confreres in the Apostolic Communities and 

dialoguing with them about their holistic growth as Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales. 

As I extend to him a hearty welcome to our Province, I wish that this visitation would  
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bring more dynamism and growth in our province. Hearty Welcome dear Father 

Thumma. 

OUR PREPARATION FOR THE 20TH GENERAL CHAPTER 2019 

My dear Confreres, as it is already instructed and communicated by the Superior 

General and regularly informed through my circulars we are all invited to undertake the 

immediate preparation for the General Chapter 2019. This preparation has to be at 

the Personal, Community and Apostolic Community level. A printed booklet 

consisting of the study papers are handed over to every confrere of our province. It is to 

be studied in the following manner: 

• You are expected to make personal learning of these study papers.  

• Thereafter every Superior of the local community is expected to convoke three 

community meetings for the common reflection of these study papers prior to 

the Apostolic community meetings.  

• There shall be three extraordinary Apostolic community meetings convoked to 

reflect over these study papers and to make our evaluation of these study papers 

as per the directives given therein. 

• The Apostolic Community Meetings shall be convoked in the following manner: 

o January-February 2018: 1st Study Paper 

o March-April 2018: 2nd Study Paper 

o May-June 2018: 3rd Study Paper 

• The collated reports of the Apostolic Communities shall be send to the Provincial 

Secretary latest by the end of June 2018.  

• In order to organise the preparation of the General Chapter in the most effective 

manner the Provincial Administration shall involve itself actively in it. Therefore 

one each member of the administration is appointed as in charge of the Apostolic 

Communities to give necessary directives and guidelines whenever it is 

necessary. 

o Fr. Roy Plathottam: Trivandrum & Ettumanoor Apostolic Communities 

o Fr. Joy Vazhappillil: Kannur & Mysore Apostolic Communities 

o Fr. A. Jerome: Shimoga & North Karnataka Apostolic Communities 

o Fr. R. Santhosh Kumar: Hebbagodi & Kolar Apostolic Communities 

o Fr. Vinod Kanat: Bangalore North Apostolic Community 
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My dear Confreres, I request the Members of the Provincial Administration and the 

Conveners and Secretaries of the respective Apostolic Communities to be in touch with 

each other and organise the meetings effectively. Let us WAKE UP TO THE BASICS and 

make our MSFS lifestyle more effective. 

YEAR OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

My dear Confreres, our beloved Superior General has declared the year February 1, 

2018 – February 1, 2019 as the year of Local Community. We are invited specially to 

reflect and live the importance of our community life. As we ourselves are well aware 

many of the values of community life, in our province too, have eroded. We need to 

relive the spirit of religious community life and make our life more meaningful. 

Therefore, let us return to the basics of community life and evaluate our common 

lifestyle. I request the Superiors of the communities to take up this topic in your 

next community meeting and decide upon certain important aspect of our 

community living. I would like to suggest to you certain significant points for your 

reflection, evaluation and action: 

• Common Prayers, Common Celebration of the Eucharist and everyday Adoration 

of the Sacrament of the Eucharist 

• Common Meal and Community Recreation 

• Monthly Recollection, Monthly visit to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Monthly 

Community Meeting and Placing of the Community Accounts for a transparent 

evaluation 

• Making a Vision & Mission Plan of the Community and placing it at a prominent 

place of the community house.  

• Making the Logo of the General Chapter and placing it at a prominent place of the 

community house 

• Making a concise history of the existence of the community and the confreres 

who worked there 

My dear Confreres, I wish you the joys of living in communities. Let us make our 

communities places where brothers live in love and unity. 
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NEW PRIESTS – NEW BLESSINGS  

The MSFS Congregation and the South West India Province in particular are blessed to 

have seven more new priests who are ordained during this Christmas season. We as a 

province family congratulate the new priests for their courageous decision to respond to 

the call of Jesus to consecrate themselves as holy priests in the Congregation of the 

Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales and wish them God’s abundant blessings upon their 

priestly and missionary ministries.  

Fr. Sanoj Plamthottathil was born on 30.03.1989 at Vattappara in Neyyattinkara 

Diocese to Mr. Charlies and Mrs. Mary. He joined SFS Minor 

Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2007. He completed his 

Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and made his First Profession 

on June 11, 2010. After completing his philosophical studies 

at Suvidya College he did regency in Charis Bhavan, 

Athirampuzha. He pursued and successfully completed his 

Theological studies at Tejas, Bengaluru. He made his 

perpetual profession on May 28, 2016 and was ordained 

Deacon on February 18, 2017. He was ordained priest on December 27, 2017, St. 

Xavier’s Church, Neduvely, in the Diocese of Neyyattinkara by Rt. Rev. Dr. Vincent 

Samuel.  

Fr. Noby Kottuppallil was born on 14.05.1988 at Valiyathovala in the Diocese of 

Kanjirappally to Mr.Varkey Joseph and Mrs.Theresiamma. 

He joined SFS Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2004. He 

completed his Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and made his 

First Profession on June 11, 2008. After completing his 

philosophical studies at Suvidya College he did regency in 

MSFS Community Mundargi. After the regency he was sent 

to do M.A in Philosophy at Suvidya College, Bangalore. He 

pursued and successfully completed his Theological studies at Tejas, Bengaluru. He 

made his perpetual profession on May 28, 2016 and was ordained Deacon on February 

18, 2017. He was ordained priest on December 28, 2017 at Christu Raj Church, 

Valiyathovala, in the Diocese of Kanjirappally by Rt. Rev. Dr.Jose Pulickal, Auxiliary 

Bishop of Kanjirapally. 
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Fr. Justin Panachickal was born on 03.08.1989 at St. Mary’s Forane Church, 

Karimannoor in the Diocese of Kothamangalam to 

Mr.Joseph Mathai and Mrs.Catherine George. He joined 

SFS Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2008. He 

completed his Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and made his 

First Profession on June 11, 2010. After completing his 

philosophical studies at Suvidya College he did regency in 

SFS Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor. He pursued and 

successfully completed his Theological studies at Tejas, Bengaluru. He made his 

perpetual profession on May 28, 2016 and was ordained Deacon on February 18, 2017. 

He was ordained priest on, December 30, 2017, St. Mary’s Forane Church, Karimannoor, 

in the Diocese of Kothamangalam by Rt. Rev. Dr. Ephrem Narikulam, Bishop of Chanda. 

Fr. Simil Karuvelil was born on 24.05.1989 at Karunapuram in the Archdiocese of 

Thalasserry to Mr.Devasia and Mrs.Mary. He joined SFS 

Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2005. He completed 

his Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and made his First 

Profession on June 11, 2009. After completing his 

philosophical studies at Suvidya College he did regency in 

Lafeuillette, in the Chad-Cameroon Mission. He pursued and 

successfully completed his Theological studies at Tejas, 

Bengaluru. He made his perpetual profession on May 28, 

2016 and was ordained Deacon on February 18, 2017. He 

was ordained a priest on January 02, 2018, in St. Jude’s Church, Karunapuram, by Rt. 

Rev. Dr.Joseph Pamplany, Auxiliary Bishop of Thalasserry. 

Fr. Jose Simon Thuruthipallil was born on 04.05.1987 at Kuthatukulam in the diocese 

of Palaito Mr.Simon and Mrs.Marin. He joined SFS Minor 

Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2003. He completed his 

Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and made his First 

Profession on June 11, 2007. After completing his 

philosophical studies at Suvidya College he did regency in 

Lafeuillette, in the Chad-Cameroon Mission. He pursued 

and successfully completed his Theological studies at 

Seminare de Bonlieu, Fribourg, Switzerland. He made his 
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perpetual profession on January 12, 2014 and was ordained Deacon on January 28, 

2017. He was ordained priest on January 03, 2018, at St. John the Baptist Church, 

Thuruthippally, by Rt. Rev. Dr.Jacob Muricken, Auxiliary Bishop of Palai. 

Fr. Abhishek Joseph was born on 23.08.1988 at P.G.Palya, in the Diocese of Mysore to 

Mr.Jacharias Joseph and Mrs.Nirmala. He joined SFS 

Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2004. He 

completed his Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and made 

his First Profession on June 26, 2008. He pursued 

B.com studies from Kristu Jayanthi College, Bengaluru. 

After completing his philosophical studies at Suvidya 

College he pursued and successfully completed his 

Theological studies at Tejas, Bengaluru. He made his 

perpetual profession on May 28, 2016 and was 

ordained Deacon on February 18, 2017. He was 

ordained priest on January 04, 2018 at P.G. Palya, by Rt Rev. Dr.K.A.William, Bishop of 

Mysore. 

Fr. Sijo Paul Kovilparambil was born on 11.05.1989 at Chittur in the Diocese of 

Sultanpet to Mr.Paul and Mrs.Mercy. He joined SFS 

Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor in June 2007. He 

completed his Novitiate at Sannidhi, Mysore and 

made his First Profession on June 11, 2010. After 

completing his philosophical studies at Suvidya 

College he did regency in ITSSCAT, Trivandrum. He 

pursued and successfully completed his Theological 

studies at Tejas, Bengaluru. He made his perpetual 

profession on May 28, 2016 and was ordained 

Deacon on February 18, 2017. He was ordained priest on January 06, 2018, at St. 

Antony’s Church, Ambattupalayam, by Rt. Rev. Dr.Peter Abir, Bishop of Sultanpet.  

GATHERING OF THE “ASSOCIATES OF FRANSALIANS” AT CHARIS BHAVAN 

The gathering of the Associates of the Fransalians, took place on 26th December 2017 at 

Charis Bhavan, Athirampuzha. The gathering began with the Solemn Eucharistic 

Celebration presided over by Rev. Fr. Benny Koottanal, the Provincial. In the homily Fr. 

Benny thanked our Associates for their generosity and constant love and exhorted them 

to continue to live their lives in the family by keeping Jesus as its centre and to animate  
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their lives according to the will of God.   The Eucharistic celebration was followed by the 

fellowship meal. All the guests were officially welcomed to Charis Bhavan by Fr. Jose 

Parapillil, the Superior of Charis Bhavan. It was a delightful moment for our brothers as 

well as the family members who came from far and near to have lunch together. The 

meeting for sharing and deliberations began at 2.00pm. Fr. Kurian Karickal animated 

the session which began with a prayer song. Fr. Benny Koottanal, Fr. Vinod Kanat the 

Provincial Bursar, and Fr. Henry Jose Kodikuthiyil were present for the meeting.  During 

the meeting it was proposed by Fr. Provincial that this group of Benefactors might be 

organized as the Fransalian Associates for a better spiritual growth and empowerment 

and to foster the Fransalian lifestyle and spirituality in the domestic church. The 

proposal was accepted by all. It was announced that henceforth there will be two 

gatherings of this sort and the next gathering will be on 8th July 2018. During the 

meeting the Scholastics introduced themselves to the august gathering. The gathering 

came to an end at 3.30 pm with tea. The event was blessed with the presence of fifty 

benefactors and their family members. All the scholastics and the benefactors opined 

that it was a wonderful opportunity for both to get to know each other. 

BLESSING OF THE NEW BLOCK IN ATHMAJYOTHI RETREAT CENTRE, 

PATTIKAD 

31st December 2017 was a graceful day for Athmajyothi Retreat Centre with the 

blessing of the newly constructed block of the retreat centre. Rev. Fr. Benny Koottanal, 

the Provincial of South West India Province blessed the building for the smooth 

functioning of the retreat centre. Athmajyothi community is happy as it could 

accommodate more people for the programs and planning to take up many more 

programs as the structural conveniences are strengthened. The newly constructed  
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building contains six more rooms, which could accommodate 24 people with good 

facilities. We gratefully remember 

and thank the Provincial 

administration and all those who 

supported and worked hard to 

cherish this dream come true. We 

are also thankful to the neighbours 

and friends of Athmajyothi 

community for their collaboration 

and cooperation. 

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS 

Fr. Thomas Cherukatt: Appointed as the Director of the MDO from South West India 

Province 

Fr. A. Jerome: Appointed as the Delegate of the South West India Province for the 

Justice and Peace Commission 

Fr. Sudeep Paul: Appointed as the Vice Promoter to the Cause of the Founder, Regional 

and Local Co-ordinator of the Associates of the Fransalians 

Fr. Chacko Ottalankal: Designated to the Diocese of Thrissur with effect from 07 

February 2018 

Bro. Joseph Pindipuzha is appointed to the MSFS Community PSI Sevagram, Kengeri, 

with effect from 15 January 2018. 

 

OBITUARY 

� Fr. O.V. Zacharias MSFS, aged 92, breathed his last on January 06, 2018.  

I request all the Confreres to fulfil the suffrages as prescribed by MSFS 

Constitutions.  

� Mrs. Aleyamma Kuriackose Mudackalil aged 77, Sister of  Fr. Mathew 

Thottiyil, died on December 30, 2017. 

� Mrs. Chinnamma aged 79, Mother of  Fr. Sebastian Kulangarathottiyil, died on 

January 03, 2018. 

� Mrs. Socoro Espenorio Dumagan aged 94, grandmother of  Fr. Natahniel 

Masendo, died on January 08, 2018. 
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� Mr. K. J. Punnoose Kozhuppakalam, uncle of Fr. Mathew Kozhuppakalam, died 

on January 14, 2018. 

� Mr. Paul Kottaram, the brother in law of Fr. Mathew Kozhuppakalam, died on 

January 14, 2018. 

We assure you, dear Confreres, the remembrance of your dear ones in our Holy 

Mass and Prayers. 

 

MY SCHEDULE 

My dear Confreres, please do take note of my program schedule. Different from the 

previous circular, each new circular would bring in additional changes in my programs 

as per the need. Please do organize the visitation and other common 

meetings/programs according to the latest communication. 

JANUARY 2018 

January 8-21 Visitation to Chad-Cameroon Mission 

January 22   Bangalore North Apostolic Community meeting with the Assistant  

  General 

January 23 Council Meeting 

January 24 Feast of St. Francis de Sales at Vinayalaya, MSFS Provincial House 

January 25 Keynote Address at the Graduation Day of Cluny School 

Malleswaram 

January 27-28 Silver Jubilee Celebrations of SFS Church, Vattiyoorkavu 

January 31 School Annual Day – SFS School, Kannur 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

February 2-3 Recollection for the Diploma Students of IIS 

February 3 School Annual Day – De Sales Academy (CBSE), Hebbagodi 

February 5-10 Classes for the Post-Graduate Students of IIS 

February 13-15 Visitation to Sannidhi, MSFS Minor Seminary Mysore, Meeting the  

Brothers, Evaluation of the Academic Year with the Staff, visiting  

other MSFS communities in Mysore             

February 16 Balasangama at FidesIndia, Kengeri 

February 18 Council Meeting 

February 19 Diaconate Ordination at Tejas 

February 21-22   Visitation to SFS Seminary Ettumanoor, Meeting the Brothers,     

  Evaluation of the Academic Year with the Staff 

February 24 Graduation Ceremony at SFS PU College, Hebbagodi 

February 25-26 Visiting the Postulants of SWIP in Pudukottai 

February 27 Goal setting for the Future – IIS Diploma Group 
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MARCH 2018 

March 3 Graduation Day at Suvidya College  

March 4 Meeting with Confreres ordained in the year 2016-2017 

March 6-8   On-going Formation Program for those ordained between 1990- 

  1999 

March 9 Council Meeting 

March 12 Meeting with Confreres Ordained in the year 2015-2016 

March 14 Comprehensive Examination for the Post-graduate students of IIS 

March 16 Meeting with Confreres Ordained in the year 2014-2015 

March 18 Meeting with Confreres Ordained in the year 2013-2014 

March 20 Meeting with Confreres ordained in the year 2012-2013 

March 21 Superiors’ Meeting 

March 22 Recollection & Spiritual Animation for the priests & religious of  

the Diocese of Gulbarga 

March 24 Graduation Day SFS PU College, Hebbagodi 

March 25 Palm Sunday  

March 29 Maundy Thursday Liturgy at Gauribidanur Mission 

March 30 Good Friday Liturgy at Gauribidanur Mission 

March 31 Holy Saturday at Gauribidanur Mission 

 

APRIL 2018 

April 1 Easter Sunday – Mass at Gauribidanur Mission 

April 8 Council Meeting 

April 21-26  Animating Retreat for the RNDM Congregation,Bangalore Province 

April 27 Talk and Mass for the participants of Salesian Seminar at IIS 

 

MAY 2018 

May 4-5 Keynote address & Mass on the occasion of ‘MSFS Education  

Seminar’ at Hyderabad 

May 6-11 Preaching Salesian Retreat for the Second Year Theologians of all  

the Provinces at Makkiad      

May 12 Officiating the Perpetual Profession Ceremony of the DSFS   

Sisters, Hebbagodi. 

May 20 Council Meeting 

May 26 Inauguration & Blessing of SFS School, Mattanur 

May 28 Perpetual Profession at Tejas 

May 30 Initiation of the Postulants into the Novitiate at Makkiad 

May 31 First Profession of the Novices at Makkiad 

 

JUNE 2018 

June 1-10 Visitation to the Philippines 

*First Profession of the Novices; *Installation of the Delegation       

  Superior; *Meeting the Confreres, Seminarians and the Associates 

of the Fransalians       
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June 13 PIF Meeting at Suvidya College 

June 14 Inauguration of the new academic year in Suvidya College,  

Inaugural Mass; *Governing Body Meeting, Meeting with the Staff  

and Students 

June 15-16 Visitation to Tejas Vidya Peetha, NEST 

June 17 Council Meeting 

June 18-19 Spiritual Orientation for the new batch of students at IIS 

June 22-23 Visitation to Sannidhi, MSFS Minor Seminary Mysore 

June 23-24    Visitation to MSFS House, Mysore, Sunday Mass at St. Alphonsa’s 

   Parish 

June 24-25 Soumya Sadan Community, Mysore 

June 27-29   Visitation to Hebbagodi: *Mermier Bhavan Community, *Meeting  

  the 10th Std. Students of all the SFS Schools in the campus *SFS  

  Parish Community, *Prateeksha Boys’ Home Community 

June 29-30 Recollection - IIS 

 

SALESIAN THOUGHT 

“Dwelling on the faults and imperfections of others serves on to delay one’s own 

progress in perfection.”- SFS 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

Fr. Benny Koottanal MSFS 

Provincial  


