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My dear Confreres,
A Very Happy Christmas and God’s Blessings for a wonderful New Year 2007

On this occasion I thank God for the Gift of all of you. You will be in my thoughts and
prayers in this festive season of Christmas. God’s Communication with us, human beings,
reached its climax when the Son of God assumed flesh and dwelt among us. We continue this
intense communication that God started when we live in relationship and solidarity with one
another. I thank you for what you are before God and what you do for God.
Visitation to the Philippines - Provincial Vicar
I am leaving for Philippines on the 20th of December 2006 to make the visitation of the
Mission. I will celebrate Christmas in the company of our confreres there. I am looking
forward to seeing them. During my absence Fr. Abraham Vettuvelil, Provincial Councilor
and Admonitor will be the Provincial Vicar. I will be back on 30th December.
Golden Jubilee
Fr. O.V Zacharias, Fr. Antony Mookenthottam and Fr. Mathew Thudianplackal are
celebrating the Golden Jubilee of their sacerdotal ordination. Frs. Zacharias and Antony
complete fifty years of their priestly ordination on 27.04.1957 and Fr. Mathew on
26.05.1957. On behalf of the province family and the congregation I take this opportunity to
wish them hearty congratulations and God’s choicest blessings. We need to thank the Lord
for the gift of these wonderful persons to us. They are our elder brothers who show us the
real Fransalian way of life. They remain the guiding light for a Fransalian as their
commitment and missionary zeal inspire all of us. We will have a family celebration on the
8th of February 2006 at 5.00 p.m. in Vinayalaya. Then we shall have an opportunity to
felicitate them, to show that we really care for and love them and pray for their well-being
and good health. All of them have agreed to come for the celebration.
Rev. Fr. Onayathumkuzhy Zacharias
Rev. Fr. Onayathumkuzhy Zacharias was born on 20th May 1926 in Velichiyani, Kerala to
Mr.Varghese and Mrs. Elizabeth. Having desired to become a missionary and to proclaim the
Word of God he joined St. Joseph’s Mission Home in 1947 after which he did his philosophy
and Theology in Sacred Heart Seminary Poonamllee. In Margao, Goa he had his novitiate
and made his First Religious Profession on 27th May 1953 and was ordained a priest on 27th
April 1957. As a new priest he worked in Kothavalsa, Vepada and S. Kota in the then diocese

of Visakhapatnam. He was also a philosophy professor of the Fathimagiri Seminary which
we had started in Nilambur and continued for four years. Later he was Master of Novices at
Salesianum, Visakhapatnam for 6 years. He also worked in LRG School Anantapur, Dornala
for 3 years, in the Regional Philosophate of Andhra Pradesh in Kondadaba (3 years) and as
Professor of Philosophy at Suvidya College, Bangalore. He was Rector of Vinayalaya from
1990-1993, Superior of Mermier Bhavan community from1993-1999. He also served as the
parish priest of Yelahanka for 3 years. At present he is the spiritual director in S.F.S. Minor
Seminary, Ettumanoor and is the Director of Charis Marian Maids from 2005. Right from
the Minor Seminary to the end of Theology Fr. Zacharias has accompanied various batches
of students, who are priests today. They have drawn inspiration from him as a person who
keeps deep intimacy with the Lord, a person who is gentle, kind, simple and affable. Ad
Multos Annos
Rev. Fr. Thudianplackal Mathew
Rev. Fr. Thudianplackal Mathew was born on 14th July 1929 in Alanadu, Palai, Kerala to
Mr.Mathew and Mrs.Anna. After finishing his school studies he joined the seminary in 1948.
He did his philosophical studies in Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee after which he was
sent to Margao, Goa for the canonical year of Novitiate where he made his First Religious
Profession on 15th May 1954. Then he came to Papal Seminary, Poona for his Theology and
was ordained on 26th May 1957. During the initial years of Priesthood he worked as a
missionary in Salur and Parvathipuram in the diocese of Visakhapatnam. A born mechanic
and builder he did enormous service in this field during the rest of his life. For a year he
supervised and built the St. John’s Regional Seminary Hyderabad. Then he was engaged in
the repair of St. Ann’s Cathedral, Visakahapatnam. Along with European Fathers he worked
for 10 years in St. Aloysius’ Industrial School Visakhapatnam, training young boys from the
remote villages and making them capacitated to get a job in the growing industrial city of
Visakhapatnam. Later he was appointed manager of St. Aloysius’ Industrial School. He
constructed one wing of S.F.S. Minor Seminary Ettumanoor, the boarding of L.R.G. School,
Anantapur and the school and Church in Shantinagar, Hyderabad. In 1980 he came to
Bangalore and from 1981 to 1991 he was the parish priest of Holy Rosary Church Venkatala.
He continued his stay there and worked as Chaplain to the Missionaries of Charity, helping
them in their ministry to the mentally and physically challenged people. At present he is
chaplain to Catherine Nivas, Vidyanagar, Bangalore. Fr. Mathew is affable, loving, caring
and never makes a show of the innumerable services he renders. Ad Multos Annos
Rev. Fr. Antony Mookenthottam
Rev. Fr. Antony Mookenthottamwas born on 28th February 1931 in Narianganam, Palai,
Kerala to Mr. Thomman and Mrs. Mary. He joined St. Joseph’s Mission Home, Kanjikuzhy,
Kottayam in June 1949. He studied Philosophy and Theology in Sacred Heart Seminary
Poonamallee. He did his novitiate in Margao, Goa and made his First Religious profession on
27th May 1953 and his final profession was on 27th May 1956 at Visakhapatnam. He was
ordained a priest at Poonamalle seminary on 27th April 1957. Fr. Antony was associated with
the diocese of Visakhapatnam in the beginning of his ministry and worked in Salur and
Gnanapuram. He was elected as the Muncipal Councilor of Visakhaptnam from 1959-63 as
he was Parish Priest of Gnanpuram. He also rendered his service in the field of education.
He was correspondent of St. Antony’s High School (1964-1965), Maharanipetta. He was
deeply committed to the work of the Congregation and served it in various capacities. He was

General Councilor (1965-’74) and did his Doctorate (1978) in Fribourg University. Then he
worked in the research department in Ishwani Kendra, Pune (1979-’80). Later he moved to
Bangalore as he was appointed the rector of Vinayalaya (1980-’82). In 1982 he was elected
as Provincial (1982-’85). A well-known professor and scholar of Theology, philosophy and
spirituality he has to his credit a number of books. He joined the staff of Suvidya College
in1989. He was parish priest in Hebbagodi from 1992- ‘95. Fr. Antony also got involved in
the prison ministry as he was the parish priest of Hebbagoi and continued even when he had
teaching commitment in Suvidya College. He is one of the pioneers of our Congregation in
developing Salesian Spirituality and he translated Introduction to the Devout Life and some
other works. His age and illness never discouraged him from taking up any responsibility. In
1999 he joined the team which pioneered Chad mission, the most challenging mission of the
Congregation. He was also part of the administration of South- west Province in two terms
(1997-2000) and (2003-‘06). He served as director in the Indian Institute of Spirituality from
2003-2005. He is known for his commitment and availability and he never turns down any
request from the confreres. Ad Multos Annos
Books Published by Fr. Antony Mookenthottam
Theology and Spirituality
Indian Theological Tendencies, Las Vegas: Peter Lang, 1978
Towards a Theology in the Indian Context, Bangalore: ATC, 1980
Human Touch in St. Francis de Sales, Bangalore: SFS Publications, 1982
Ever Flowing Streams of Love, Bangalore: SFS Publications, 1997
Religious Community, From Divine Self-Gift Communities of True Friends, Bangalore: SFS
Publications and ATC, 2001
6. St. Francis de Sales, A Formative Biography, Bangalore: SFS Publications & ATC (Second
Edition), 2003
7. Meditations on Isa Upanisad, Bangalore: IIS Publications, 1995
8. Introduction to Indian Spirituality, Vol.I, Bangalore: IIS Publications and ATC, 2006
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Translations:
9. (To be published in January 2007): A Selection of the Letters and Writings of Fr. Peter-Marie
Mermier (1790-1862), A Disciple of St. Francis de Sales, Ed. Fr. A. Duval, msfs, Tr. Fr.
Antony Mookenthottam, msfs
10. St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout Life, Tr. Antony Mookenthottam, Armind
Nazareth, Antony Kolencherry, Bangalore: SFS Publications, 4th Edition, 2005
11. 150 Years MSFS On Indian Soil (1845-1995), Ed. Antony Mookenthottam, Bangalore: SFS
Publications, 1996
Malayalam
12. Visuddha Francis Sales, Bhakta Jeevitha Praveshika, General Editor, Antony
Mookenthottam, Bangalore: SFS Publications, 1999.
NB. Besides these a good number of articles on various topics are published by Fr. Antony Mookenthottam

Golden Jubilarians of Visakhapatnam Province
We have also three other Golden Jubilarians from Visakhaptnam Province. As members of
the South West Province we owe a lot to all of them. All of them are veteran missionaries
and stalwarts of the Congregation and have won the respect of all. It is an occasion to thank
them for what they are and their selfless service in the vineyard of the Lord.

Rev. Fr. Zacharias Mannukuzhumpil was born on 10th September 1925 at Mutholy,
Kerala. He was the second Provincial of the erstwhile Visakhapatnam Province which is now
divided into North East and South West Provinces and Tamil Nadu- Pondicherry Region. He
was elected to the office for two terms. The South West Province is very much indebted to
him as Vinayalaya came to existence in his tenure as Provincial. Ad multos Annos.
Rev. Fr. Thomas Manalil, was born on 28th February 1926 to Mr.Varghese and Mrs.Mary
Manalil at Muttar in Kerala. He was the Novice Master for some of our confreres and a good
friend of many of us. He is a missionary to the core and we wish him all the best and all
God’s Blessings and above all good health so that he can continue to do the work of the Lord
for many more years. Ad Multos Annos.
Rev. Fr. Thomas Anikalayil, born on 30th May 1931 at Pravithanam, Kottayam, Kerala
was the third Provincial of the erstwhile Visakhapatnam Province for two terms. As a good
and efficient formator he worked in S.F.S. Minor Seminary, Ettumanoor, M.S.F.S. Study
House, Vinayalaya, Bangalore till 1990. So his life is intimately blended with the life of
many of our confreres of the South West province. Now he is the spiritual director of
Suvidya College. We want to express our love for you, dear father and pray to God for all
His Blessings and above all for good health so that you can serve the young generation for
many more years. Ad Multos Annos
Rev. Fr. Abraham Chirayil, was born on 15th May 1928. He worked mostly in the
Missions like Kondadaba, Salur, Madugula, Tanuku, Attili as a good and zealous missionary.
He is always available to the people and works tirelessly for the spread of the Gospel
stabilizing the Christian communities. Ad Multos Annos
Hearty Congrats Fr. Santhosh Kumar
Fr. Santhosh Kumar is back from Rome after completing his Ph.D. in the Pontifical
Urbanian University. His performance has been valued as “Summa cum Laude” that is 29/30.
He defended his thesis on 17.11.2006 on the theme “Universal Presuppositions of
Communication and Discourse Ethics of Juergen Habermas”. His scientific commitment was
unanimously judged worthy of praise by the Faculty and he is highly recommended for
research and teaching. In the name of the Province I offer him our heartfelt congratulations.
Synopsis of his thesis
Through a program of universal pragmatics Habermas seeks to expose universal pragmatic features of
language. His contention is that pragmatic features of utterances could be rationally reconstructed in universal
terms. In as much as language has a universal core so also speech or communicative competence has a
universal core. Therefore, Habermas seeks to unpack the universal presuppositions involved in using language
in order to achieve an understanding.
Habermas applies the results of this program to discourse ethics. He seeks to ground his discourse ethics in the
fundamental presuppositions of argumentation. Discourse involves the give and take of reasons for holding or
rejecting certain validity claims. It basically involves argumentation and this argumentation should lead to
universally valid claims and it should, in particular, provide a forum to arrive at universal norms. In short,
from the universal core of communicative competence to the universal core of morality, is what Habermas is
trying to propose and this is what is explored and explicated in this thesis.

All the best for Fr. K.V. Joseph
Fr. K.V. Joseph left for Papua New Guinea on 6th December 2006. The mission of PNG is
entrusted to the care of Visakhapatnam province. After his term as Novice Master Fr. K.V.
Joseph generously opted to go to this mission. Fr. K.V. had been the Novice Master for five
years. His personal convictions, deep seated spirituality, his love for prayer, personal witness
of poverty, commitment to the poor, availability at the service of the Lord etc. made him a
powerful communicator of the Kingdom values and a good formator. I make use of this
opportunity to thank Fr. K.V. Joseph once again for what he is and for his dedicated service
in Sannidhi. His radiance continues to pervade this house and the surroundings.
Papua New Guinea is a country near Australia adjacent to New Guiana. Total population is over four million
of which about 20% are Catholics. 700 separate languages are spoken there. Many are animists. Vanimo is one
of the 19 dioceses in Papua New Guinea. “Harvest is plenty, but labourers are few.” The Bishop was earnestly
and repeatedly requesting for missionaries to help the diocese in whatever way they can, especially in areas of
pastoral commitment or formation. We thank Fr. K.V. Joseph for his generosity to go to the mission in spite of
his ill health. .

Temporary Address
Papua New Guinea Rev. Fr. K.V. Joseph
C/O Charles Borremeo Major Seminary
P.B. NO. 256
Vanimo, Sandaun Province
Papua New Guinea
Tel: 00675 857 1405

Bishop House Address
Bishop's House
Post Box 205
Vanimo, Sandaun Province
Tel: 00675 857 1244
Fax: 00675 857 1041

Diaconate in Vinayalaya
Twelve brothers from Vinayalaya were ordained Deacons on Saturday December 16,2006 by
his Grace Most Rev. Dr. Bernard Moras, Archbishop of Bangalore. Diaconate is more a
family affair and so many MSFS confreres and the immediate neighbors of Vinayalaya were
present for the function. The names of the deacons are:
Ekka Francis
A Prashanth Kumar
Anthony Willam (Nagpur)
B. Anthony Amaldass (Nagpur)
Boddu Vijayaraju (Visakhapatnam)
D. Amirtha Rajan (T. Nadu-Pondicherry)

Ekka Sunil
Kujur Victor
Plathottathil Jino
S. Arockiaswamy
K. George Rosario
Tirkey Pradeep (Nagpur)

Parish in Mysore
With his letter dated 30.10.2006 Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Anthony Vazhapilly, the Bishop of
Mysore intimated us the decision of the Priest’s Council to entrust to the MSFS a parish in
the developing city of Mysore. Fr. Jose Parapillil had requested the Bishop of Mysore to
erect a parish and entrust it to us in the area where the Fransalian Farm is located. But the
Priests’ Council was of the opinion that Dattagalli with Gumchahalli and Kethahalli as
substations be entrusted to the MSFS. Dattagalli is scarcely 5 minutes drive from the
Provincial House. Gumchahalli and Kethahalli are almost 20 K.M. away. The parish is

entrusted to us for a term of 15 years. It is renewable. This gives us an opening to render our
pastoral service in the diocese of Mysore.
Welcome Home
Confreres working overseas are on holidays. We welcome them home and wish them a
pleasant stay with us.
Fr. James Manjackal
Fr. Mathew Thottiyil
Fr. Thomas Cherukat
Fr. Benny Valiaveetil (November 2006)
Expected soon on home leave
Fr. Augustine Tharappel - Jan 2007
Fr. Georoge Valliamthadam - Jan 2007
Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam - Jan 2007
Fr. Tom Pannalakunnel - Jan 2007
Fr. James Mukalel - Jan 2007
Fr. Jinu Pathiyakam - Jan 2007
Ordo 2007
The Ordo 2007 is published and is made available to almost all the confreres. In case you
have not received one please contact Fr. Benny Marangolil. Fr. Shajan has done the lay-out
and worked hard for the making of it and getting it published in right time. I would like to
thank Fr. Shajan for his hard work and congratulate him for the work well-done.
Appointments
Fr. Sebastian Conrad is designated to be appointed temporarily as the Priest-in-charge of
the Parish in the process of being erected at Dattagalli in Mysore Diocese. As he is very
much needed in the province he is presently not going for overseas ministry.
Fr. Thomas Anchanickal is appointed temporarily to the community at Kuknoor.
Fr. Thomas Illikattil is temporarily transferred to Vinayalaya and will be on sabbatical
leave for 8 to 12 months.
Fr. Dijo Koikara ordained on 25.11.2006 is rendering his service in St. Sebastian’s Church,
Valoor for two months at the request of the Archdiocese of Ernakulam Angamaly. His
address: St. Sebatian’s Church, Valoor, Trichur 680 321, Kerala Tel. 0480 2736075.
Fr. James Panickerveetil will do a Psychology Counseling Course in Christian Counseling
Centre, Vellore from 1st January to the end of February.
His address: Christian Counselling Centre, Post Bag No.110, Sainathapuram, Vellore, T.N632001
Commission to propose future possibilities in Aluva
The Action plan No. 14 of the Provincial Congress proposes to constitute a commission to
study future possibilities of some ministry in Aluva when it ceases to be a study house. The
Provincial Council which met on 17-19 November appointed the following commission to do
the same.
Fr. Jose Parapillil (Convenor)

Fr. Abraham Vettuvelil (member)
Fr. Thomas Chennakattukunnel (member)
Committee to study the ecclesial reality concerning our apostolate
in the Syro-Malabar Church
The Action Plan No. 13 proposes to appoint a committee to study the ecclesial reality
concerning our apostolate in the Syro-Malabar Church and our response to it. The Provincial
Council which met on 17-19 November appointed the following committee to study the
possibility of the same.
Fr. Chacko Ottlankal (Convenor)
Fr. Johny Kaniramparambil (member)
Fr. Jose Vettukattil (member)
Vocation Promoters
Vocation promotion is the work of every confrere. The future of the work we have taken up
depends on the number of committed person we will have. We experience a decline in the
number of those who go to the novitiate. The defection rate seems to be also very high.
Unless we make a concerted effort to promote genuine candidates we will be facing lot of
difficulties in the future. I personally requested some of the confreres I met recently to get
actively involved in the Vocation Promotion. I hope everybody will make effort to be in
contact with prospective candidates.
Fr. Binoy Kuzhuppil
Fr. Jose Vechuvettickal
Fr. C. Joseph and Scholastics
Fr. Salvador Fernandes and Scholastics
Fr. A. Jabamalai
Deacon Joseph Thoppil and Bro. Tony E.
Fr. Christopher Crasta
Fr. Thomas Anchanickal and Scholastics
Fr. Jose Puthiyaparambil and Fr. Johnson A.

Vocation Promoter in Kerala
coordinator of vocation promotion
North Kerala – Malabar Region
Karnataka
Konkan Belt
City of Bangalore
Coorg and Belthangady
Andhra Pradesh
Chattisgarh, Jharkhand, Orissa
Tamil Nadu

and

Provincial’s Phone Numbers
9845 111 206
9448 480 379
The number 9448 167 531 is presently used by Fr. Jaison Pezhathinal.
Status Correction
Personal Email ID of Fr. Provincial:
frmathewmsfs@gmail.com

New Email ID of SFS Vidyashram, Aluva:
sfsvidyashram@yahoo.com
Holy Rosary Church, Venkatala, Bangalore
Ph. 080-65661924

Address of Fr. Thomas Mekatt
Fr. Thomas Mekatt is appointed to the Parish of Berching in the diocese of Eichstaett in
Germany as Assistant. His address is:

P. Thomas Mathew, Schulstr. 11, 92334 Berching, Germany, Tel. 08462 942437
Meeting of the Provincials with General Curia
This meeting will take place on 3 and 4 January 2006 in Suvidya College, Hebbagodi.
Ordination of Deacon Joseph Thoppil
Please take note of the date of the Ordination of Deacon Joseph Thoppil : 29th Jan. 2007.
All India Fransalian Formators Meet
The All India Fransalian Formators Meet is to be held from 02nd of February 2007 to 04th of
February 2007 (both dates inclusive) at Charis Bhavan, Kerala. The meeting will begin on
2nd February at 9.00 am and end on 04th Feb at 1.00 pm. This meeting is for all those who
are formators at all stages of formation from the Minor Seminary to the Major Seminary. A
co-coordinator of Vocation Promotion is also expected to participate in this meeting.
Sometimes it may not be possible for all the formators to attend, but it is important that the
Rectors and the Director of Novices attend along with the coordinator of Vocation
Promotion.
Let us pray for the Departed
T.C. Abraham, father of Deacon Joseph Thoppil died on 14 Dec. 2006
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of SFS School Hebbagodi
SFS Kannada Medium and English Medium (State Sylabbus) are celebrating 25 years of
dedicated service to the people of Hebbagodi and surrounding on 11,12, and 13th Jan. 2007.
We congratulate and wish the Management, staff and students all the best and God’s
Blessings.
SFS Boys’ Home Ulickal
There is reason for the boys of Ulickal to rejoice. They will be getting a new home by May 2007. Mr.
Max Blank, a friend of Fr. Tomy Mullasseril is financing the whole project. They are very excited
about it so also the boys in Ulickal. The corner stone of the proposed house was blessed on 12th
December 2006.

Provincial’s Programme
Dec. 19-30, 2006
Visitation of the Philippine Mission
Dec. 31
Ordination of Deacon George Valliamthadathil, Kanjirapally
Jan 1, 2007
Ordination of Deacon Thomas Mattakarathundiyil, Mavadi
Jan. 2
Governing Body Meeting in Suvidya College
Jan 3- 4
Meeting with General Administration
Jan 6 – 10
Mysore
Jan 11- 12
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of SFS Schools, Hebbagodi
Jan 13
Ordination of Thomas Thekkekarot, Moozhoor
Jan 14-15
Council Meeting in Charis Bhavan
Jan 16
Ordination of Deacon Saji Eanthanamkuzhiyil, Neethipuram
Jan 17
Ordination of Dacon Selvaraj in Gokunte
Jan 18
Ordination of Deacon Pangiraj in Kallakurichi
Jan 20
Feast Day Mass in Ulickal
Jan 23
New Priests in Mysore

Jan 24
Jan 28
Jan 29

SFS Feast in Tejas, Meeting the students
SFS Feast in Hebbagodi
Meeting students in Suvidya College

Blessing of Nest and Three Years of FidesIndia
Kengeri, December:10: The first house of the proposed Children's Village NEST was inaugurated and
blessed by, Shri Ivan Nigli, Member of Legislative Assembly, Government of Karnataka and Rev. Fr.
Mathew Kozhuppakalam, Provincial, South-west India Province, respectively. An august gathering
also marked the day to commemorate the third anniversary of the founding of FIDESIndia society. It
may be recalled here that FIDES India began operations in September 2003. The founders, Frs.
Mathew Kozhuppakalam and Shibu Jacob, were led by a vision for the betterment of society. They
were not only visionaries and dreamers but also highly practical-minded. Starting a society of
FIDESIndia's dimension had one of its missions of providing abundant living to children who are less
privileged. This is the first step in the process of realizing the dream and vision.
Shri Ivan Nigli tinted the activities of Fides India and lauded that it has carried out several community
projects aimed at the total well-being of the marginalised of the community and to bring them to the
mainstream through the means of education and training. Self-help groups, women's empowerment
programmes, tutorial assistance, home for the orphans and semi-orphans etc. He colored his speech
quoting the scriptures lavishly. He assured his support for the future to the society.
[

Fr. Mathew observed that FIDESIndias' is not a rags-to-riches story. It is more down-to-earth as it has
come to grips with the drastic reality of all-subsuming poverty and thought out ways and means to
fight it as a province. A Souvenir highlighting the activities of FIDESIndia was released on the
occasion by Fr. Mathew. The people working and helping the society were felicitated during the
occasion. Mr. Abe Ramapuram Director, Orange County Resorts and the Ramapuram brothers and
family who generously donated the land to us, Prof. Dr. Thomas, Principal, CIT, Gubbi, Fr. Antony
Sebastian, Director, Echo-India, Ms. Annie, Regional Directress, Ancillae Secular Institute and Rev.
Fr. Pius, Parish Priest were present.-By Sudeep Paul
Yours Sincerely

Fr. Mathew Kozhuppakalam msfs
Provincial

